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In July, 201 0 a (Setdown Report) was submitted to the Zoning Commission. I have been told that 
the Setdown Report is a recommendation to the ZC on whether a case is ready for a public 
hearing. The recommendation on whether to approve a rezoning case is based on the 
Comprehensive Plan. I have a problem with both the Setdown Report and with what type of 
justification was given for amending the Comprehensive Plan to accommodate the specific Big 
Bear location in the first place. 

Setdown Report......... I found several discrepancies in the Setdown Report. I requested from the 
plaming office answers to specific questions. They replied, but they did not answer my questions. 

The Setdown Report makes reference to the "triangular federal reservation and a District park." 
Reference is made that the site in question borders this area. The Big Bear Cafe is not adjacent 

to this area. The Big Bear Cafe is adjacent to the 100 block of R Street N.W. There is another 
park, a neighborhood park, that is direcUy adjacent to the Big Bear Cafe, 1700 First Street N.W. 
which is the site in question. This park is Federal and it is mai~ined by the National Park 
Service. I don't know what the zoning designation is for neighborhood Park Service facilities, but I 
am sure it would not be c-2a. Page 3 of this report states "The Applicant is proposing that the 
property be rezoned from R-4 to C-2-A, which would extend noth the abutting C-2-A zone district." 
This does not appear to be a true statement. The property a butts First Street and R Street, not the 
District park and Coop homes. Maybe I missed it, but I found no reference to the Park Service 
facility in the Setdown Report. 

The site description in the above preliminary report states that it is "zoned R-4, but borders a C-2-
A zone to the south". This also does not appear to be a true statement The Big Bear Cafe does 
not appear to border C-2A to the south. It borders R-4 1 00 Block of R Street The 1 00 block of R 
Street borders the Park Service facility. 

A change from R-4 zoning to C-2-A could set a far reaching precedent. Before this is done, I 
would think that the Zoning Commission would want to make sure that the infonnation used in the 
setdown report to justify such a change is factual. Also, there should be some reference to the 
Park Service facility and its effect on the proposed zoning change. Why was this left out? Was the 
original intent that the park serve as a buffer between C-2-A Florida AVenue and the R-4 
residential area? 
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